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a world free of 
lung disease

Defeat Lung Cancer

Champion Clean Air for All

Improve Access to Quality and Affordable Healthcare

Create a Tobacco-Free Future
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Landscape (2025 Session)

• Session was January 2025-March 2026

• Divided government (Republican control of both legislative houses; Democrat 

Governor)

• Bill is introduced with bipartisan support = problem for veto

• Efforts to create loopholes in the state’s robust smokefree air law was our 

radar from 2023 session.

• Concerns about getting Tobacco 21 through the State Senate Republican 

Caucus also known from prior sessions.



Tobacco 21

• Passed by Congress & signed by President 

Trump in 2019

• Since then, 44 states have passed their own 

laws to allow retail sales enforcement

• Wisconsin has not yet updated our law



Tobacco 21 in Wisconsin

• In 2019-2020 Wisconsin Legislative Session, passed 

Assembly but not Senate

• In 2021-2022 Legislative session, passed Assembly but 

not Senate

• In 2023 No bill was introduced

• In 2025-26 new champion, new version of bill (meh) did 

not receive votes in either house
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Tobacco Bar Legislation 2023 & 2025









Pivoting to a Defensive Position
• Checking in with legislative leadership; calling Governor’s office

• Reaching out to bill authors & sponsors

• Partner engagement & reconvening Smokefree coalition from 16 years ago

• Policy analysis

• Developing messaging – not “just a cigar bar”

• Keeping other organizations neutral or opposed (City of Milwaukee)

• Connecting with Department of Revenue

• Building power through grassroots volunteer engagement 



Partners in the Work



The confusing “Brown Cigarette”
• Classified & taxed as cigars. 

• Cheaper.

• Would be allowed to be smoked if 

tobacco bar legislation passed.

• Enforcement confusion.



Veto Request

• Ongoing conversations with Admin staff

• Grassroots volunteer engagement – over 300 

messages sent to Gov’s office 



Landscape (2027 Session)

• Session will start January 2027

• Unsure what will come on November 3.

• New Governor, Senate Majority Leader and Assembly Speaker

• New rules/processes

• Example: will policy be included in the budget?

• No matter which party has majority, it will likely only be by a seat or two

• Lots of new faces in the legislature and Governor’s administration

• 15 retirements

• 6 of the retirements are in the senate (total body= 33 members)



2027-28 Likely Legislative Work

Offense Defense

Tobacco Tax Campaign (all 

products) and funding for CTPTP

“Modified Risk Tobacco Product” 

Tax Cut

Tobacco 21 Smokefree Air & Cannabis

Vaping Package Tobacco Bars
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