2025 Wisconsin Cancer Summit

Panel Discussion: Survivorship MKESK

MENN'SVWALK/RUN 8

Ambrose Wilson-Brown £25
Community Program
Coordinator
Community Outreach &
Engagement
Medical College of Wisconsin
Cancer Center

Thursday, September 25, 2025




Framing Survivorship

Survivorship: both preventing cancer and
living beyond it.

“Black men in Milwaukee face some of the
worst cancer disparities in the nation — they
are diagnosed at higher rates and die from
cancer at nearly twice the rate of White men.”
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The Challenge
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Prostate Cancer Mortality Rate
Southeastern Wisconsin, 2015-2020

The prostate cancer mortality rate is indirectly age standardized and smoothed using
adaptive spatial filtering. A grid of points is used to estimate mortality rates continuously
across the map, based on the 20 closest mortality cases. Red areas indicate higher
rates than expected and blue areas indicate lower rates than expected, given the
regional rate. Areas without color exhibit rates close to the regional rate.
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Gaps in men’s health and survivorship: stigma, late screenings, lifestyle risks, etc.
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Introducing Men Moving Forward

"African American men report worse quality of life. They're
interested in lifestyle programs, but few resources are
available. With lifestyle changes, we think they will
iImprove their quality of life and chances of living longer.”
-Dr. Melinda Stolley
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Core Focus Areas

ine 1: Maintain a Health Weight

ine 2: Be Active

ine 3. Eat a Variety of Health Foods
ine 4: Limit Your Alcohol
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MEDICAL Survivors: From Research Study to MKE Rec Program
Og‘]\/(\?llé%gl%}%N Melinda Stolley, Leonard Wilson, Ambrose Wilson-Brown, Margaret Tovar, Iwalola Awoyinka, Patricia Sheean, Paula Papanek, Toni Uhrich, R Eg

Sandra Contreras, Meheret Gebreegziabher, Estefania Alonso, Jayme Ewens, Shannon Reed, Diana Navarro Suarez, Kathleen O’Connell,
Kathyrn Flynn, Kathyrn Bylow, Deepak Kilari and the Men Moving Forward Participants
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Learnings and Takeaways
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Health Griot




Prevention in Action

e Awareness
* Education
* Screenings




®
MEDICAL HealthGriots
OF WISCONSIN
CANCER CENTER

To reduce health disparities and improve
outcomes by using narrative power, trusted
relationships, and community-based strategies
to promote cancer awareness, prevention, and
early detection—especially among
underserved populations

Overview

Health Griots is a community-rooted initiative led by the Community Outreach and
Engagement Office at the Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center. The
program equips trusted community ambassadors—our Griots—to share vital health
education, promote cancer screenings, and support healthier lives through culturally
responsive storytelling and connection.

What We Do Why It Matters

Health Education Black and Brown communities continue to face
- higher cancer mortality rates due to systemic
Gl BT barriers to care and low screening rates. Health
Ambassador Training Griots serve as cultural connectors—bridging the
Resource Navigation gap between trusted medical information and real
community needs.

Collaborative Partnerships

Focus Areas

Faith-Based Organizations
Hear Our Story
Formerly Incarcerated

Individuals Contact: Ambrose W.B,
Health Lifestyle e el

Veterans awilsonbrown@mcw.edu
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Thank You
for Listening.
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