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The American Cancer Society is a leading cancer-fighting organization with a vision to end 

cancer as we know it, for everyone. We are improving the lives of people with cancer and their 

families as the only organization combating cancer through advocacy, research, and patient 

support, to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to prevent, detect, treat, and survive cancer.
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18.2% of cancer 
cases and 15.8% of 
deaths are 
attributable to a 
combination of 
excess weight, 
alcohol, diet, 
physical inactivity 
in the United 
States

















Food Insecurity in the 
US

• Food insecurity is defined 
as a lack of consistent 
access to enough food for 
an active, healthy life, due 
to a lack of financial 
resources for food at the 
household level.

• 13.5% of households 
classified as food insecure 
in 2023.



Link between food security and cancer

Food security: Nutrition security:
Emphasizes access, availability, 

and affordability of nutritious 

foods and beverages that 

promote well-being and prevent 

disease [Zhang, Mozzafarian]

Having consistent 

access to enough food 

for a healthy life

13.5% (~18 million) of U.S. 

households reported experiencing 

low food security in 2023 [USDA].

Food security is a key determinant of health to consider when 

addressing disease management and health outcomes.

Recent studies have shown that the prevalence of low food security in people with 

cancer and their caregivers is much higher than that of the general population 

[Charkhchi, Gany].





Obesity and Cancer Risk

Overweight or obesity is linked to a higher risk of at 
least 13 different cancer types (emerging evidence 
for even more).

• Uterine corpus (endometrium)
• Esophagus (adenocarcinoma)
• Liver
• Stomach (cardia)
• Kidney (renal cell)
• Meningioma
• Multiple myeloma
• Pancreas
• Colorectum
• Gallbladder
• Ovary
• Female breast (postmenopausal)
• Thyroid





Competing Priorities
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Healthy Eating & Active Living Grants for Cancer Prevention 
and Cancer Survivorship

Collaborating with community organizations is crucial in addressing food insecurity 

and implementing interventions that meet the unique needs of patients and 

communities. 



2025-2026 HEAL Grant Recipients

Cancer Survivorship Grantees:

1. Ascension Wisconsin Foundation

2. Aurora Health Care – Team Phoenix

3. Children’s WI

4. Divine Intervention Fitness LLC

5. Tricia’s Troops Cancer Connection

Cancer Prevention Grantees:

1. Casa Guadalupe Multicultural Center 

2. CORE EL Centro

3. Cross Lutheran Church Milwaukee

4. Gerald L. Ignace Indian Health Center

5. Kenosha YMCA

6. Riveredge Nature Center

7. Running Rebels Community Organization

8. Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers, Inc



Food Insecurity Initiatives

Food Insecurity Forum

Convene community organizations and stakeholders to discuss how to work across systems and build 

relationships that can help identify new initiatives and guide future projects related to food insecurity. 

Food Forum Video 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qn00xgokqRM6t2LVqLm1LWgLzg2VVUFnz6x4DRTQaJyjmT93_XsomziYQba_73ZimdJrhBC9UW8BiT_1iuWf92Sz-eHaSEw-uLr1R2YsfQoudoKim1NdOfMpEVNo7fwsMxStvc5s0dQUg94dFdR_9uqFx1eCxlrz-S5HQgbGTSc9aozSqZB2PrJuaWVL899UxlB4aMGw8A0Mykn7CSTqvs1Sg19qleqZH7-ASX0E9m_oBZJmD2oVPwFqt7x9FOz8Xo222t45JhPoZIaUU5uUgz84BFzOfYBHh60cV8_QVXAxizopEUS524yq2_lktaY8VWyA8vdu4uQp2Bjl2RICQFZAVIhQOSIqflkckDJSRO5BVGLVQ7QbNLC_ypdyWAQ1jZQS3odXXojtcZ4ouCnwp8x4HEokuZ0HW_TSzr3p-Ev51LDGz1Q3GGi1aTxgi9O1J5eVxi2-2X5AuXILp7sRqA/https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Fkdmnetworks%2Ffacingfoodinsecurity




Addressing Food Insecurity Among Cancer Patients 

Addressing Food Insecurity Among Cancer Patients Grants 

The Addressing Food Insecurity Among Cancer Patients Grants support a patients’ ability to consistently 

receive nutritious meals that meet their unique needs during treatment to ensure the best opportunity 

for a positive outcome.  Aurora – Nutrition and Cancer Patients Reel 

2025-2026 Grantees 
• Aurora 

• Aurora Kenosha, Racine and Sinai clinics 
• Ascension 

• Van Dyke Cancer Care, Ascension Columbia St. Mary’s - Milwaukee Campus
• Van Dyke Cancer Care, Ascension Columbia St. Mary’s - Ozaukee Campus
• Reiman Cancer Care, Ascension Franklin Hospital
• Ascension SE Wisconsin Hospital – Mayfair Road Cancer Care, Wauwatosa
• Sherman Cancer Care, Ascension SE Wisconsin Hospital - Elmbrook Campus
• Ascension All Saints Hospital Cancer Center, Racine

https://vimeo.com/1096006863
https://vimeo.com/1096006863
https://vimeo.com/1096006863


American Cancer 
Society Resources 
for Support  

©2022, American Cancer Society, Inc.
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ACS CancerRisk360



Kohl’s Healthy Families Educational Materials
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THANK YOU!

Kim Abell, CHES

Associate Director, Community Partnerships 

American Cancer Society

Kimberly.abell@cancer.org 
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